206                         GEORGE   ELIOT  ON

on the modern cultus of humanity. We have
been but endeavouring to point out to the reader
what a singular light on that cultus may be
thrown by the writings of its most inspired
apostle. Against her as a teacher, and a represen-
tative teacher, our main charges have been these.
Though her general reflections on life are both
profound and original, her particular observa-
tions of it have been so limited or so hazy, that
she possesses no knowledge fit to form a found-
ation for any scientific theory of it. Her theory,
such as it is, is utterly unsupported by the
foundation, such as it is. Or, rather, the entire
fabric seems to be inverted, and the foundation,
turned uppermost, seems to be crushing the
superstructure. The new religion, by the light of
which she attempts to view life, seems to be the
ghost of a Methodistic theism, which has escaped
from its old body, and for which she is trying in
vain to find a new one. The body she selects is
humanity; but she fails to see how unfit that
ruinous and polluted temple is for the reception
of such an inmate. The reason of this failure
on her part is probably due rather to the fine-
ness of her nature than to any deficiency of her
intellect ; and though it is to her discredit as a